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NASA Astronaut Col. Rex Walheim tells delegates of “Same Summit, Different Path” 
 
Rex J. Walheim’s path to becoming an astronaut included a diagnosed heart murmur, 

some isolated days at a North Dakota radar site and hearing the word “no” a few times. “If a goal 
is worth having, it’s worth trying hard for” is how he approached these and other challenges to 
become a mission specialist on the STS-110 Atlantis and STS-122 Atlantis flights to the 
International Space Station.  

Walheim told delegates how his career plans almost derailed several times. He did not 
become a pilot because of a diagnosed heart murmur. Before he became a flight test engineer, he 
paid his dues doing “the best job I could” for the Air Force at a small radar site, and he was not 
accepted the first time he applied to be a flight test engineer or the first time he applied to be an 
astronaut candidate.  

But Walheim showed how his skills and dedication earned him a most spectacular 
opportunity when he made his video presentation of his experiences on the space shuttle and 
International Space Station. He showed delegates the powered 8 ½ minute flight into orbit, the 
views of earth while traveling at 17,500 mph, and his thrilling spacewalks.  

Seeing Walheim hanging on the end of a robot arm with heels clipped into foot restraints 
was a WOW moment of the evening. While showing a photo of himself virtually hanging in 
space working on a module while traveling around the world every 90 minutes, Walheim 
described the amazing views. “You can see Hawaii, the California coast, the Grand Canyon and 
the Egyptian Pyramids.”  

Along with some of the most riveting and extensive video of life inside the space shuttle 
ever seen during a Boys’ State presentation, he shared some staggering facts with the audience. 
Temperatures in space can vary from 150 above zero to 100 below. Each spacewalk suit costs 
about $12 million. And each astronaut was paid the standard military rate for incidentals each 
day while traveling, $2.  

Walheim took questions from the audience, including the expected “How do you use the 
bathroom in space?” which brought giggles and a colorful answer (think shopvac).  

“The greatest benefit of space travel is the explorers’ tradition. Countries that keep that 
tradition continue to succeed. Other countries will do this if we don’t. The technological base 
will not advance without it.” 

  
 

### 
BOYS' STATE ELECTS CITY, COUNTY OFFICIALS 

Cain City: Topher Davidson, mayor; Brandon Banks, Ray Dunn, Jason Field, Ryan Ramey, alderman; Beau 
Jackson, William Nelms III, county commissioners; Braden Baugh, John Gill, Josh Jensen, Jacob Learned, Michael 
Patton, Caylor Romines, Andy Spellman, Marvin Wilcox, state representatives.  
Hammer City: Joshua Zink, mayor; D. Caleb Arnold, Uriah Bowman, Jermaine Cheairs, Weston Rhody, aldermen; 
Michael Ball, Carlos Stegall, county commissioners; Malcom Black, Christopher Ellis, Tyler Lee, Trey Maddox, 
Derek Platt, Tre Stewart, J.D. Thompson, Page Vick, state representatives. 
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Kreider City: Alan Keith, mayor; Hayden Cole, Robert Fisher, Kylon Foulks, Kwame Nuako, aldermen; 
Parker Burgess, Noah Towe, county commissioners; Austin Brown, Chase Cothran, Forrest Driver, Travis 
Estes, Blake Garrett, Logan Hamby, Kenny Smith, Logan Vandergriff, state representatives. 
Lahiere City: Dalton Teeter, mayor; Darius Gallaher, Ben Griffin, Shawn Mayo, Johnathan “Michael” 
Yates, aldermen; Laitin Beecham, Hunter Daniels, county commissioners; Max Arnold, Justin Beasley, 
Kyle Higginbotham, Joseph Hughes, D’Shaun Jones, Jacob Parkison, Nathan Taylor, Jonathan Watson, 
state representatives. 
Levi City: Carsten Haaland, mayor; Chad Bond, Logan Collier, Jerry Sullivan, Travis Tackett, aldermen; 
Marshall “Trent” Adams, Jordan Fly, county commissioners; Hunter Christian, Nathan Donnell, Keith 
Foster, Matthew Homeier, Cory O’Hara, Gabe Punke, Jordan Taylor, Luke Klausner, state representatives. 
Loring City: Cody Mitchell, mayor; Austin Auclair, Robert Cope, Jake Huitt, Brennon Mobley, aldermen; 
Jacob Adcock, county commissioners; Alton Alexander, Cody Armstrong, Austin Burks, Ryan Cornwell, 
David Klumpe, Emmanuel Martinez, Justin Miller, Johnathan Sampson, state representatives. 
Maddux City: Tevan Lockhart, mayor; Ryan Berube, Jimmie Heiderich, Michael “Schults” McLean, Rayn 
Steelman, aldermen; Stephen Hickson, Andrew Ruppuhn, county commissioners; Nathan Bird, Tolar 
Flowers, Ryan Hammond, James Jackson, Cliff Long, John McNutt, Parker Susong, Tucker Vincent, state 
representatives. 
McCollum City: Trey Drake, mayor; Hayden Marsh, Ryan Nichols, Connor Schwartz, Daryl Wilson, 
aldermen; Joseph Griggs, Evan Tuck, county commissioners; David Arthur, Patrick Bias, Douglas Bouler, 
Michael Crabtree, Forrest Dyer, Wesley Evans, David Frank, Hayden McClain, state representatives. 
Reel City: David Taaffe, mayor; Sam Burress, John Haddad, Collin Saleh, Spencer Warren, aldermen; 
Chirog Tailor, Zach Womack, county commissioners; Matthew Allison, Jared Cantrell, Bradley Granger, 
Luke Harvey, Caleb Knight, Alex Manier, Scott Scudder, Aaron Zuller, state representatives. 
Roberts City: David Lentz, mayor; Jordan Claxton, Steven Dotson, Drake Fenlon, Benjamin Mallicoat, 
aldermen; Nick Bellenfant, Austin Smith, county commissioners; Logan Bates, Trent Fuller, James Gillies, 
Patrick Givens, Luke Hall, Benjamin Hardt, Cody Krantz, Walker Vaughn, state representatives. 
Summitt City: Jason Galloway, mayor; Aaron Brooksbank, Nathan Freel, Kwame Robinson, Douglas 
Wong, aldermen; Austin Alderton, Joseph Baxter, county commissioners; Michael Corea, Noah Friedman, 
Kyle Josselyn, Peter Kenny, Ben Kimball, Derek Partington, Justin Perdue, Joseph Rose, state 
representatives. 
Young City:  Sam Stephens, mayor; Andrew Bigham, Stan Taylor, Wesley Wagner, Jordan Willcutt, 
aldermen; Holden Jerrolds, Bobby Wilson, county commissioners; Liam Allen, Evan Fields, Austin Finch, 
Kaleb Langston, Robert O’Connor, Evan Sams, David Trenner, Clay Williams, state representatives. 
Dornan County: Alex Gallien, county executive; John Bledsoe, county sheriff; Kevin Brown, county court 
clerk; Brandon Hutchison, register of deeds; Chase Griffin, county trustee; Andrew Pratt, county attorney; 
Tanner Petitt, county tax assessor; Jordan Butler, circuit judge; Aaron Chastain, chancery judge; Ryan 
Alley, Matthew Bentley, Jared Cornelius, J.T. Cutrell, Scott Firmin, Derek Gibson, Patrick MacCoon, 
Trigg Summs, state senators. 
Hildebrand County: Kyle Snell, county executive; William Love, county sheriff; Trent Rogan, county 
court clerk; Gray Farris, register of deeds; Max Key, county trustee; Parker Vegas, county attorney; Patrick 
Luken, county tax assessor; Winn Decker, chancery judge; Josh Densmore, circuit judge; Reese Brown, 
Parker Evans, Douglas Fair, Cody Kinser, Paul David Low, Sebastian Sakarapanee, Dominque Thompson, 
Michael Wallace, state senators. 
Markham County: Jonathan Shackelford, county executive; Mark Skelton, county sheriff; Jesse Harmon, 
county court clerk; Conner Cotter, register of deeds; Zachary McCord, county trustee; William 
Yarborough, county attorney; Brock Raper, county tax assessor; Zachary Plaster, circuit judge; Bhavik 
Patel, chancery judge; Hunter Case, Samuel Cox, Clayton Greer, Jonathan Hawkins, Zack Payne, Nathan 
Tosh, James Turner, Bradford Wood, state senators. 
Robinson County: Tanner Harness, county executive; Chris Griffith, county sheriff; Cody Rutledge, 
county court clerk; John Cicero, register of deeds; Bryant Arriaza, county trustee; Marqueston Watson, 
county attorney; Aubrey Binkley, county tax assessor; Nathan Fleetwood, circuit judge; Evan Smith, 
chancery judge; John Cain, George Harrison, Samuel Hopson, Erik Maxwell, Adam McElroy, Philip 
Nelson, Nathan Powell, Yusuf Yunis, state senators.  
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